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PORTRAIT OF A TIME
Erika Tibbetts
Kevin, Robin, Scott, Lynn, Caitlyn, Dad, Mom, Me, my sister, Scott, Christina, Evan,
Poppa, Grandma, Melissa, Tristan, Sean, Liam, Sandy, Joshua. Child molester not
pictured. Two aunts, seven uncles, twelve cousins, one boyfriend to one cousin, two
grandparents, two siblings, two parents. And me. Twenty-nine people in the backyard

Her proud smile pulls up higher on the opposite side of mine behind her.
Two Altoids

ask if you’re taller than your sister now. Christina and Melissa will tell your sister how
gorgeous she is. All of your uncles will ask Bub about college. Poppa will tell you you
look like you’ve lost weight and that you look more beautiful every time he sees you, and
then ask you if you have a boyfriend yet. Grandma will call you her girl and hug you and
rigid silence; Lynn. After this you will bide your time until Dad breaks out the pudding
and it’s almost time to leave.
Ammonia
smell like ammonia and taste like stress. Acid and rocks against my gums.
Kaiser Cafeteria food
Family emails
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The Calendar
Lynn using her medical skills to cure Grandma
bad news with Uncle Mark’s surprising nuptials but Grandma is gone that night and

or my brother or sister. We’re not among the tacky poster boards beside the chapel doors

doesn’t say at eight months pregnant with Robin she climbed through a kitchen window
in Holland because she locked herself out. Or that she gave birth to Rick on the hospital
times than a sane person could because he loved her. But every period and comma was
Modesto
dehydration, and all of the kids are shut up in classrooms again, we drive. Three hours
where perms are tight, bangs are high, and you get your water from diet 7up. Where
Bologna is not only acceptable but expected. Where every morning you eat cherry
turnovers for breakfast and watch movies from rise to barely awake. Where inside is its
own season and outside is 99 degrees.
Pallbearer
The sun is stronger in the East Bay, as if the universe is trying to instill warmth into
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brother, Jesse, Sean, Allen, pallbearers. Someone says Cyndi’s ex-boyfriend TJ is going to
teeth. One more hour.
Cook & Serve
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